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The Wesley Circuit   
SEPTEMBER 2015 

    JOIN US FOR Sunday FUNday! 

Wesley UMC will host Sunday Funday! on Sunday, 

September 13, and we hope you will join us. From 4-6PM 

that evening, our youth will lead games and there will be ice 

cream for everyone! At 6PM the Farm Hands bluegrass 

gospel quartet will present a concert in a tent outside!  WE 

DO ASK THAT YOU BRING LAWN CHAIRS FOR 

THE CONCERT. The Farm 

Hands is an award-winning band 

based in Nashville, TN. Among the four members are a Grammy 

Award winner, a member of the Preservation Hall of Greats, two 

Song of the Year award winners, 10-time Dobro Player of the Year 

winner, and two long-time veterans of the Grand Ole Opry stage; in 

addition, as a band they have been honored with awards for Gospel 

Band of the Year, Entertaining Band of the Year, and Album of the 

Year. To learn more about them, please visit their website http://www.farmhandsquartet.com/.  

Please join us for fun, ice cream and music, and as always we hope you will invite and bring a 

friend along! 

ANNUAL YOUTH POOL PARTY 

Youth who have just entered 7
th

 – 12
th

 grade are invited to 

the annual back-to-school swim party at the home of Scott 

and Tory Wilson (2800 Kimwood Drive) on Sunday, 

August 30
th

 from 4-6PM. Bring a friend and a snack to 

share and join the fun!    

 

Wesley UMC will be offering another New Member 

Class on Sunday, September 27 from 2 - 4pm in 

the parlor.  The class, led by Pastor Bob Swickard, 

will cover topics such as where we are as a United 

Methodist congregation, how we got here, and where we are headed.  Whether you have been 

attending for one week or many years, all are welcome to attend.  

http://www.farmhandsquartet.com/
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Whether you are in 

education, industry, 

business, medicine 

or law enforcement, 

you have undoubtedly run into the concept 

of “Best Practices.” The concept is to 

examine what others are doing effectively 

and determining which practices in that 

particular field are getting the best 

results. After analysis as to whether those 

practices would work in your particular 

context, best practices can be implemented 

and newer results enjoyed.   

Of course, the concept raises questions for 

me: “Are there biblically-based ‘Best 

Practices’ in the Church?”  “If so, what are 

they?” “Are we currently doing them?”  “On 

a scale of 1-10, how well are we doing 

them?”  While he has not used this 

language, United Methodist Bishop Robert 

Schnase, of the Missouri Conference has 

written a book entitled, Five Practices of 

Fruitful Congregations.  

During the month of September, we will be 

examining these practices and taking a look 

at how the love of God is shared when we 

engage in these practices. To give you a 

sneak peak, here’s what you can expect in 

September:  

6 – Radical Hospitality 

13 – Passionate Worship 

20 – Intentional Faith Development 

27 – Risk-Taking Mission  

October 4 – Extravagant Generosity 

Of course, the purpose of looking at these 

practices of the Church is not simply to 

“keep up with the church next door” – but 

rather to live more deeply into the nature 

and essence of God as revealed in Christ.  

Practicing With You, 

Bob 

CALLING ALL 
THIRD 

GRADERS! 

One of our most time-

honored and beloved traditions in the United 

Methodist Church is the presentation of a 

personalized Bible to every child entering 

third grade. Wesley UMC is looking 

forward to this event on Sunday, 

September 13
th

.  Bibles will be presented at 

the 10:45 worship service.  If your third 

grader did not receive a letter about the 

Bible presentation, please email Cindy at 

cebinger@charlestonwesley.org so your 

child will be included! 

BETH MOORE 
STUDY TO 

BEGIN SOON 

The women’s Bible study 

of the book of Luke will 

begin on Tuesday, 

September 8. The study will take place 

from 9:00 until 11:00 a.m. for eleven weeks 

in the church parlor. Member workbooks 

will cost about $20.00. This study provides a 

personal study experience five days a week 

plus viewer guides for the group video 

sessions, taped on location in Jerusalem and 

throughout Israel. If you are interested in 

joining, contact Nancy Marlow in the church 

office (345-3917) or e-mail her at 

nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org. 

mailto:nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org
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YOU can play an 

important role in 

Wesley’s Stephen 

Ministry, because you 

may know of a friend, 

neighbor, relative, or 

co-worker who is going through a difficult 

time and could benefit from the focused 

care, encouragement, and support of a 

Stephen Minister. If you know of someone 

who is hurting, contact Nancy Marlow in  

the church office (345-3917) or by e-mail at 

nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org. She can 

talk with you about how we can connect the 

person you know with one of our Stephen 

Ministers. It’s a great way for you to show 

how much you care! 

 

 

GRIEFSHARE TO BE 

OFFERED AT MATTOON 

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH 

Griefshare is a special weekly seminar and 

support group for people who are grieving 

the death of someone close to them. This 

will run Tuesday evenings from 5:30 until 

7:00 p.m. August 25 through November 17.  

Child care is provided for children up to the 

fifth grade.  

 

 

 

Suppers for 6/8 is a fellowship potluck 

group that gets together about six times a 

year for a meal at the homes of the members 

of the group.  If you are interested in joining 

this group or learning more about it, there 

will be an informal get-together for that 

purpose on Sunday, September 27, at 3PM 

in the church parlor. Come meet the other 

participants and enjoy some tasty snacks!  If 

you can’t make this meeting but you are still 

interested in Suppers for 6/8, please contact 

Nancy Marlow in the church office or by e-

mail at nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org.   

SAVE THE DATE! 

Mark your calendars!  We are scheduled for 

a private tour of the St. Louis Cathedral 

Basilica on Monday, October 5.  The tour 

is scheduled for 2:00 p.m.  We plan to leave 

the church parking lot at 10:00 a.m.  We 

will have lunch together in St. Louis before 

the tour.   

If you are in need of 

prayer for yourself, a 

friend or a loved one, 

you can leave a request 24/7 on our website, 

charlestonwesley.org. Just click on the 

MINISTRIES tab, then on “prayer team.” 

Click on “email Rosalie Addison” and you 

will be able to submit an email. Our prayer 

team and church staff will pray for you. 

mailto:nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org
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What Did He Say and 
What Will I Do? 

Have you ever wished 

for the opportunity to 

discuss the Sunday 

morning sermons with 

others? We would like 

to start a brownbag lunch group for this 

purpose. If this sounds like something you 

would enjoy, come join us!  We will meet in 

the church library on Monday, beginning 

September 14, at noon.  We’ll give it a trial 

run throughout the month of September—so 

grab your lunch and we’ll see you in the 

church library. 

 

 

SEPTEMBER  

MISSION PROJECT: 

CROP HUNGER WALK 

Get some exercise! Have fun! Meet new 

people! Help feed the hungry! Sign up in 

September for the 28
th

 annual Coles County 

CROP Hunger Walk with our recruiter, 

Mary Larson. You can be a walker, sponsor, 

or volunteer. 

This year's walk begins and ends at First 

Presbyterian Church on Saturday, October 3. 

Come rain or shine, old and new friends will 

gather to register at 8:00 A.M.; the Walk 

steps off at 8:30 A.M. The top money raisers 

will be awarded colorful tee-shirts showing 

the theme, “Ending Hunger One Step at a 

Time.” Organizers hope to raise $12,000 to 

combat hunger locally and globally through 

Church World Service, two Coles County 

food pantries, and Soup Stop. Last year, our 

Coles County Walk raised over $10,000. 

Will you help us raise more this year? A rest 

stop will be available for the 3-mile walk. A 

mini-walk of one mile is planned for seniors 

and families with young children who would 

like a shorter distance.  

Become a walker by registering with Mary 

Larson at 345-3103. She will also be at a 

table in the sanctuary hallway on Sunday 

mornings during September to sign up 

walkers. You can become a sponsor by 

writing a generous check to CWS/CROP 

Walk, NOT to the church. Your check will 

be given to a walker to add to their donation 

envelope. Once again, thank you very much 

for your support. 

The Missions Work Area 
 

ARE YOU A 

POWERPOINT 

PERSON? 
We occasionally need a 

volunteer to construct the Sunday morning 

PowerPoint presentation. If you would be 

willing to help out once or twice a year, 

please contact Rosalie Addison in the church 

office at 217-345-3917 or email her at 

raddison@charlestonwesley.org.  Thanks! 

mailto:raddison@charlestonwesley.org
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Happy September birthday to the following 

Wesley folks! 

Carol Adams   Terry Kelly    

Ken Ramsey   Paul Wieck  

Doris Steinmetz   Evan Storm  

Polly Claeys   Delaney Goddard  

Joan Gregg    Cal Campbell  

Charles Eberly   Esther Lutz 

Evan Carr    Ron Hutchins  

Gordon Monahan   Maurice Shepherd  

Cheryl Siddens   Danny Hudson 

Tory Wilson   Joyce Bishop  

Alan Johns    Sonya Schuette  

Ron Wohlstein   Hannah Choate  

Loretta Lahr   Adam Flack  

Michael Gandolfi   Hope Griffin  

Julia Griffin   Jeff Laursen 

Barbara Grant   Carol Sue Hankins 

Greg James   John Faust  

Sam Schuette   Donna Wohlstein  

Margaret Hitchings  Rosalee Noble  

Charles Titus   

Adrianne Thornburgh 

My favorite poem is the one that starts 

‘Thirty days hath September’ because it 

actually tells you something.  

– Groucho Marx 

 

 

Our sympathy is expressed to  

Frances Williams  

on the death of her son  

David Brubaker,  

August 11, 2015. 

 

Gifts were given to the 

Memorial Fund 

in memory of  

Dorma Hackler. 

 

Congratulations to 

Bob & Jeannie Hawkins 

on the birth of their 

first great-grandchild 

Leo William Hawkins. 
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The Wesley Chancel Choir has resumed 

rehearsals at 7PM on Wednesdays in the 

choir room (room 121). The choir is open to 

those age high school through adult; all 

voices are welcome! For more information, 

please speak with director Julianne Sharp on 

Sunday morning, or email her at 

jmsharp@consolidated.net. The Bell Choir 

will begin rehearsals on Tuesday, September 

1 at 6PM. Prior music reading ability is a 

plus, but not required. The Bell Choir 

provides music for the 8:30 service on the 

4th Sunday of each month. For more 

information, please contact director 

Elizabeth Halbe in the church office, 

charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com or 345-

3917. 

PLEASE 

LET US 

KNOW 

If you, or someone 

in your household,  

will be going to 

the hospital or into a rehabilitation center, 

can you please let the church office know? 

Due to HIPAA laws, hospitals and other 

facilities may not call us. Also, if you know 

of a homebound Wesley member who needs 

a visit, please give us a call or send us an 

email. We try our best to keep up with 

everyone, but it is sometimes not easy to do 

so.  You can call the office at 217-345-3917 

or email charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com.  

Thanks in advance for helping us to be a 

more caring church! 

WESELY 

TO HOST 

GIRLS ON 

THE RUN  

Wesley UMC is 

proud to once again be a host site for Girls 

on the Run of East Central Illinois. Third – 

fifth grade girls and their coaches will be 

meeting at the church each Tuesday and 

Thursday through November 16. “Designed 

to allow every girl to recognize her inner 

strength, the Girls on the Run curriculum 

inspires girls to define their lives on their 

own terms. Physical activity is woven into 

[our] program to inspire an appreciation of 

fitness and to build habits that lead to a 

lifetime of health. At the end of each three- 

month session, the girls participate in a 

Girls on the Run 5k event. This celebratory, 

non-competitive event is the culminating 

experience of the curriculum. Completing 

the 5k gives the girls a tangible 

understanding of the confidence that comes 

through accomplishment as well as a 

framework for setting and achieving life 

goals.  Crossing the finish line is a defining 

moment when the girls realize that even the 

seemingly impossible IS possible.” If you 

are interested in registering your own child, 

visit http://girlsontheruneci.org/. 

mailto:jmsharp@consolidated.net.
mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com
mailto:charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com
http://girlsontheruneci.org/
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WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

    

2206 4TH Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-3903 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESLEY UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street  

Charleston, IL 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

Fax: 217-345-3922 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

Follow us on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

OUR SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 

Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

A Time of Fellowship  

takes place at 9:30AM    

SURGE at 9:45                                               

Sunday School for all ages - 9:50AM 

Non-Profit Organization 
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